
English as a Second Language (ESL) Waiver Scenario Chain 

We serve one or more identified Emergent Bilingual (EB) Students district wide. 

No. Therefore, our district is not 
required to offer an ESL program. 

Yes. Therefore, per TAC 89.1205 (c), our district is required to offer an ESL program, regardless 
of the number of EB students’ and grade levels and primary language. 

If our district has 20 or more identified Emergent Bilingual (EB) students with the same language 
background and in the same grade level district-wide, a bilingual program is required at the 
elementary grade levels per TAC 89.1205 (a). See the Bilingual Exception Scenario Chain. 

Is our district (including charters and districts of innovation) required to provide an ESL program? 

State-Approved ESL Program Models 

ESL Content-Based 

Goal For emergent bilingual students to attain full proficiency in English in order to effectively participate in school. 

Instruction Targeted English language development in all 
content area instruction [English language arts and 
reading (ELAR), mathematics, social studies, and 
science. 

CBLI methods: Second Language Acquisition, 
Linguistically Sustaining Practices, and Varied 
Instructional Supports 

ESL certified teacher(s) in all content areas 

ESL Pull-Out 

Targeted English language development in English 
language arts and reading (ELAR) 

CBLI methods: Second Language Acquisition, 
Linguistically Sustaining Practices, and Varied 
Instructional Supports 

ESL certified teacher(s) in English language arts and 
reading 

Pull-out or Push-in delivery model 

Continue to 
Serving EB Students in Elementary levels 

Continue to 
Serving EB Students in Secondary levels 

Over-Arching Questions to Inform Individual Emergent Bilingual Student Program Services 

How are the EB Students being supported in ELAR instruction? 

How are ESL teachers coordinating services with content teachers? 

How are the EB students being supported in all content area instruction? 
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Classroom Type Teacher Certifications 
ESL 

Waiver 
Needed* 

Implemented Program 
Model 

PEIMS 
Program 
Code** 

PEIMS Parent 
Permission Code 

Self-contained 
(one teacher for all 

content) at any 
grade level 

beginning in Pre-K 

Certified in content/grade level; and 
Certified in ESL 

No Content-Based 
ESL: 2 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

K: Parent Approved ESL 
Program 

or 

A: Parent Denied 
Bilingual Program and 
Approved ESL 

Certified in content/grade level; 
NOT certified in ESL; and 
EBs receive English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) instruction by a 
teacher certified in ESL and ELAR through co-teaching (push-in) or 
through an additional ESL/ELAR class 

No Pull-Out 
ESL: 3 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

Certified in content/grade level; and 
NOT certified in ESL Yes 

Temporary Alternative 
Methods 

as described in district’s 
ESL Waiver application 
that may include, but is 

not limited to, CBLI 
training 

ESL: 0 
BE: 0 
ALT: 02 

J: Parent Approved ESL, 
but the district*** is 
implementing temporary 
alternative methods 
approved by TEA due to 
the district’s submission 
of an ESL Waiver for the 
current school year 

Departmentalized 
(two or more 

teachers for all 
content) at any 

grade level 
beginning in Pre-K 

Both/all certified in content/grade level; and 
Both/all certified in ESL 

No Content-Based 
ESL: 2 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

K: Parent Approved ESL 
Program 

or 

A: Parent Denied 
Bilingual Program and 
Approved ESL 

Both/all certified in content/grade level; 
ELAR teacher certified in ESL; and 
NOT all other content area teachers of EBs certified in ESL 

No Pull-Out 
ESL: 3 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

Both/all certified in content/grade level; 
ELAR teacher NOT certified in ESL; 
NONE or some of other content teachers of EBs certified in ESL; and 
EBs receive ELAR instruction by a teacher certified in ESL and ELAR 
through co-teaching (push-in) or through an additional ESL/ELAR class 

No Pull-Out 
ESL: 3 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

Both/all certified in content/grade level; 
ELAR teacher NOT certified in ESL; 
All other content area teachers (math, science, social studies) of EBs 
certified in ESL; and 
EBs receive ELAR instruction by a teacher certified in ESL and ELAR 
through co-teaching (push-in) or through an additional ESL/ELAR class 

No Content-Based 
ESL: 2 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

Both/all certified in content/grade level; 
NONE or some content teachers certified in ESL; and 
ELAR teacher NOT certified in ESL 

Yes 

Temporary Alternative 
Methods 

as described in district’s 
ESL Waiver application 
that may include, but is 

not limited to, CBLI 
training 

ESL: 0 
BE: 0 
ALT: 02 

J: Parent Approved ESL, 
but the district*** is 
implementing temporary 
alternative methods 
approved by TEA due to 
the district’s submission 
of an ESL Waiver for the 
current school year 

Do  we have appropriately certified teachers in elementary levels serving all our EB students? 
Will an ESL Waiver need to be filed? 
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ESL Support in English Language 
Arts & Reading 

Teacher Certifications in Other Content 
Areas (Math, Science, Social Studies) 

(Applies to teachers serving EBs) 

ESL 
Waiver 

Needed 

Implemented Program 
Model 

PEIMS 
Program 

Code 

PEIMS Parent Permission 
Code 

ELAR teacher(s) of EB 
certified in ELAR/grade level; 
and 
Certified in ESL 

All other content teachers of EB 
certified in content/grade level; and 
All other content teachers of EB 
certified in ESL 

No Content-Based 
ESL: 2 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

K: Parent Approved ESL 
ProgramAll other content teachers of EB 

certified in content/grade level; and 
NONE or NOT all other content 
teachers of EB certified in ESL 

No Pull-Out 
ESL: 3 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

ELAR teacher(s) of EB 
certified in ELAR/grade level; 
ELAR teacher(s) of EB NOT 
certified in ESL; and 
ESL certified teacher co-
teaches with ELAR teacher of 
EB (push-in) 

All other content teachers of EB 
certified in content/grade level; and 
All other content teachers of EB 
certified in ESL 

No Content-Based 
ESL: 2 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

All other content teachers of EB 
certified in content/grade level; and 
NONE or NOT all other content 
teachers of EB certified in ESL 

No Pull-Out 
ESL: 3 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

ELAR teacher(s) of EB 
certified in ELAR/grade level; 
ELAR teacher(s) of EB NOT 
certified in ESL; and 
EL receives ELAR instruction 
by a teacher certified in ESL 
and ELAR through an 
additional ESL/ELAR class 

All other content teachers of EB 
certified in content/grade level; and 
All other content teachers of EB 
certified in ESL 

No Content-Based 
ESL: 2 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

All other content teachers of EB 
certified in content/grade level; and 
NONE or NOT all other content 
teachers of EB certified in ESL 

No Pull-Out 
ESL: 3 
BE: 0 
ALT: 00 

ELAR teacher(s) of EB 
certified in ELAR/grade level; 
ELAR teacher(s) of EB NOT 
certified in ESL; and 
EL receives no additional 
ELAR instruction by a teacher 
certified in ESL through co-
teaching (push-in) or an 
additional ESL/ELAR class 

All other content teachers of EB 
certified in content/grade level; and 
NONE, some, or all other content 
area teachers of EB certified in ESL 

Yes 

Temporary Alternative 
Methods 

as described in district’s 
ESL Waiver application that 

may include, but is not 
limited to, sheltered 
instruction training 

ESL: 0 
BE: 0 
ALT: 02 

J: Parent Approved ESL, but 
the district/LEA is 
implementing temporary 
alternative methods 
approved by TEA due to the 
district’s submission of an ESL 
Waiver for the current school 
year 

Do we have the appropriately certified teachers in secondary levels? 
Will an ESL Waiver need to be filed? 

Note: Particularly at the secondary level, it is important to consider each emergent bilingual student’s schedule individually to 
determine if appropriately certified teachers are provided. 
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BE = Bilingual Program Code, ESL = English as a Second Language Program Code, ALT = Alternative Methods Code (only to be used when the district has filed 
a Bilingual Exception or English as a Second Language Waiver). 

Teachers who teach ESOL I or ESOL II must be appropriately ELAR and ESL certified per TAC §231.123. 

If ELAR TEKS are split among two teachers (such as one teaching Language Arts TEKS and one teaching Reading TEKS to provide the total required 
curriculum), both the Language Arts teacher and the Reading teacher of ELs would need to be ESL certified if no other ELAR instructional support is 
provided by an ESL teacher through co-teaching (push-in) or through an additional ESL/ELAR class. 

Submitting an ESL waiver is based on meeting minimum state requirements. District-level expectations may go beyond minimum state requirements. 
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K: Parent Approved ESL 
Program

K: Parent Approved ESL 
Program
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		45						7.18.5 Links		Link Annotations - Valid Tagging		Passed		All tagged Link annotations are tagged in Link tags.		
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		49						7.20 XObjects		Content referenced more than once		Passed		No Form XObjects contain MCIDs and are referenced more than once.		

		50						7.21 Fonts		Embedding		Passed		All fonts used for rendering are embedded		

		51						7.21 Fonts		CIDFont - Type 2 CIDToGIDMap exists		Passed		All Type 2 CID fonts contain CIDToGIDMap dictionaries.		

		52						7.21 Fonts		CIDFont - Type 2 CIDToGIDMap Type		Passed		All Type 2 CID fonts contain CIDToGIDMaps that are either set to Identity or are stream.		

		53						7.21 Fonts		Font and FontDescriptor dictionaries		Passed		Passed		

		54						7.21 Fonts		TrueType Font Encoding		Passed		All TrueType fonts define a valid Encoding entry in their font dictionary.		

		55						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Encoding CMap		Passed		All CMaps are either predefined or embedded.		

		56						7.1 General		Correct Structure - RP, RB and RT		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		57						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		58						7.1 General		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		59						7.1 General		TOCI		Not Applicable		No TOCI elements were detected in this document.		

		60						7.1 General		TOC		Not Applicable		No TOC elements were detected in this document.		

		61						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		62						7.1 General		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		63						7.1 General		Valid Role Maps		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		64						7.1 General		Role Maps - Semantic appropriateness		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		65						7.1 General		Use the Beep function		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		66						7.1 General		No Flicker		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		67						7.1 General		Sound Alternatives		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		68						7.1 General		OCR validation		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		69						7.3 Graphics		Graphics tagged inside Link		Not Applicable		No graphics inside link were detected in this document.		

		70						7.4 Headings		Unnumbered Headings		Not Applicable		No unnumbered headings (H tags) were detected in this document.		

		71						7.4 Headings		Headings representing a 7th level		Not Applicable		No Heading elements were detected in this document.		

		72						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Alternate Representations		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		73						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Appropriate alternate representations.		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		74						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula text tagged in Formula		Not Applicable		No formula text were detected in this document.		

		75						7.10 Optional Content		Names and AS keys		Not Applicable		No Optional Content were detected in this document.		

		76						7.11 Embedded Files		F, UF and Desc keys		Not Applicable		No Embedded files were detected in this document.		

		77						7.12 Article Threads		7.12 Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		78						7.14 Non-Interactive Forms		PrintField attributes		Not Applicable		No non-interactive forms were detected in this document.		

		79						7.17 Navigation		Document Outline (Bookmarks)		Not Applicable		Document contains less than 9 pages.		

		80						7.18.1 Annotations		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		81						7.18.1 Annotations		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		82						7.18.1 Annotations		Other annotations doesn't have alternative description		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		83						7.18.2 Annotation Types		Unknown Annotations		Not Applicable		No unknown annotations were detected in this document.		

		84						7.18.4 Forms		Accessible Radio Buttons		Not Applicable		No Radio Buttons were detected in this document.		

		85						7.18.4 Forms		Alternate Representation		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		86						7.18.8 PrinterMark Annotations		PrinterMark Annotations - Valid tagging		Not Applicable		No PrinterMark Annotations were detected in this document.		

		87						7.19 Actions		Script keystroke timing		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		88						7.20 XObjects		Reference Form XObjects		Not Applicable		No Form XObjects were detected in the document.		

		89						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Registry		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		90						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Ordering		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		91						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Supplement		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		92						7.21 Fonts		ToUnicode map exists		Not Applicable		All fonts either define the ToUnicode entry or a known encoding.		

		93						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - WMode		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with stream Encoding defined in the document.		

		94						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Referenced CMaps		Not Applicable		No CMap references another CMap.		
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		1						Additional Checks		1. Special characters in file names		Passed		File name does not contain special characters		

		2				Doc		Additional Checks		2. Concise file names		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		3						Additional Checks		2. Concise file names		Passed		The file name is meaningful and restricted to 20-30 characters		

		4						Section A: All PDFs		A1. Is the PDF tagged?		Passed		Tags have been added to this document.		

		5				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A2. Is the Document Title filled out in the Document Properties?		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		6				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A3. Is the correct language of the document set?		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		7				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A4. Did the PDF fully pass the Adobe Accessibility Checker?		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		8				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A7. Review-related content		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		9		1,2,3		Tags		Section A: All PDFs		A8. Logically ordered tags		Passed		Is the order in the tag structure accurate and logical? Do the tags match the order they should be read in?		 Verified by tmb.

		10						Section A: All PDFs		A9. Tagged content		Passed		No Untagged annotations were detected, and no elements have been untagged in this session.		

		11						Section A: All PDFs		A11. Text correctly formatted		Passed		All words were found in their corresponding language's dictionary		

		12						Section A: All PDFs		A12. Paragraph text		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		13						Section A: All PDFs		A13. Resizable text		Passed		Text can be resized and is readable.		

		14				Pages->0,Pages->1,Pages->2		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		15				Doc		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B2. Color contrast		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		16						Section C: PDFs containing Links		C1. Tagged links		Passed		All link annotations are placed along with their textual description in a Link tag.		

		17		1		Tags->0->5->0->0,Tags->0->12->3->1->0->0->0,Tags->0->12->4->1->0->0->0,Tags->0->14->0->0		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C2. Distinguishable Links		Passed		Is this link distinguished by a method other than color?		 Verified by tmb.

		18		1		Tags->0->5->0,Tags->0->5->0->0,Tags->0->12->3->1->0->0,Tags->0->12->3->1->0->0->0,Tags->0->12->4->1->0->0,Tags->0->12->4->1->0->0->0,Tags->0->14->0,Tags->0->14->0->0		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		19						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D1. Images in Figures		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		20		1		Tags->0->0		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		21						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D3. Decorative Images		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		22		1		Tags->0->0		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D4. Complex Images		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		23		1,2,3		Tags->0->0->0,Artifacts->6->0,Artifacts->4->0,Artifacts->5->0,Artifacts->3->0,Artifacts->13->0		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D5. Images of text		Passed		Is this image an image of text? Fail if yes, Pass if no.		 Verified by tmb.

		24						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D6. Grouped Images		Passed		No Figures with semantic value only if grouped were detected in this document.		

		25						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E1. Table tags		Passed		All tables in this document are data tables.		

		26		2,3		Tags->0->17,Tags->0->21		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E2. Table structure vs. visual layout		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		27		2,3		Tags->0->17,Tags->0->21		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E3. Table cells types		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		28						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E4. Empty header cells		Passed		All table header cells contain content or property set to passed.		

		29		2,3		Tags->0->17->1->0,Tags->0->21->1->0		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E5. Merged Cells		Passed		Please verify that the Column/Row span for the higlighted cells is correct. Also, confirm no other cells require specifying a value for Row/Column span.		 Verified by tmb.

		30						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E6. Header scope		Passed		All simple tables define scope for THs		

		31						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Passed		All complex tables define header ids for their data cells.		

		32						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F1. List tags		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		33		3,2		Tags->0->22,Tags->0->17->1->1->0,Tags->0->17->2->0->0,Tags->0->17->3->0->0,Tags->0->17->4->1->0,Tags->0->17->5->0->0,Tags->0->17->6->0->0,Tags->0->17->7->0->0,Tags->0->17->8->0->0,Tags->0->21->1->0->0,Tags->0->21->1->1->0,Tags->0->21->2->0->0,Tags->0->21->3->0->0,Tags->0->21->3->1->0,Tags->0->21->4->0->0,Tags->0->21->5->0->0,Tags->0->21->5->1->0,Tags->0->21->6->0->0,Tags->0->21->7->0->0,Tags->0->21->7->1->0		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F2. List items vs. visual layout		Passed		Does the number of items in the tag structure match the number of items in the visual list?		 Verified by tmb.

		34		3,2		Tags->0->22,Tags->0->17->1->1->0,Tags->0->17->2->0->0,Tags->0->17->3->0->0,Tags->0->17->4->1->0,Tags->0->17->5->0->0,Tags->0->17->6->0->0,Tags->0->17->7->0->0,Tags->0->17->8->0->0,Tags->0->21->1->0->0,Tags->0->21->1->1->0,Tags->0->21->2->0->0,Tags->0->21->3->0->0,Tags->0->21->3->1->0,Tags->0->21->4->0->0,Tags->0->21->5->0->0,Tags->0->21->5->1->0,Tags->0->21->6->0->0,Tags->0->21->7->0->0,Tags->0->21->7->1->0		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F3. Nested lists		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		35						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		36						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		37						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed				 Verified by tmb.

		38						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		39						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Passed		All nonstandard text (glyphs) are tagged in an accessible manner.		

		40						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		All words were found in their corresponding language's dictionary		

		41						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Passed		All internal links are tagged within Reference tags		

		42						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		43						Section A: All PDFs		A6. Are accurate bookmarks provided for documents greater than 9 pages?		Not Applicable		Document contains less than 9 pages.		

		44						Section A: All PDFs		A10. Role mapped custom tags		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		45						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		46						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Not Applicable		There are 231 TextRuns larger than the Mode of the text size in the document and are not within a tag indicating heading. Should these be tagged within a Heading?		 Verified by tmb.

		47						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		48						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		49						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		50						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		51						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		52						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		 Verified by tmb.

		53						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		
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