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English Language Proficiency Standards Update
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• The State Board of Education (SBOE) adopted the new ELPS at 
the September 2024 SBOE meeting. 

• The new ELPS will be effective in the Texas Administrative Code 
20 days after they are filed with the Texas Register. 

• Implementation of the new ELPS is scheduled for the 2026–
2027 school year. 

• Local education agencies (LEAs) must continue providing 
instruction in the current ELPS until they are replaced with the 
new ELPS in 2026–2027. 

•  The TELPAS will be updated to align with the new ELPS.



Significant Changes in the New ELPS

• The new ELPS will be relocated to a new chapter in the Texas 
Administrative Code: 19 TAC, Chapter 120.

• The new ELPS are divided into two grade bands:
• Kindergarten–grade 3
• grades 4–12

• The proficiency levels have increased from four to five levels. 

• The proficiency level descriptors (PLDs) are separated into five 
sections:

• General 
• English language arts and reading
• Mathematics
• Science
• Social studies 
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The ELPS will be relocated into a new chapter in 
TAC.

Copyright© Texas Education Agency, 2024. All rights reserved. 14

Current Location

Subchapter A. Required Curriculum

New Location

Subchapter A. Positive Character Traits

NEW LOCATION: 
Subchapter B. English Language Proficiency 
Standards

19 TAC Chapter 74,
Curriculum Requirements, 

Subchapter A  

New 19 TAC Chapter 120, Other Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills, 

Subchapter B 



The new ELPS are separated into two grade bands.
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Proposed New 19 TAC Chapter 120, Other Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, 
Subchapter B, English Language Proficiency Standards 

§120.20 Kindergarten–Grade 3 §120.21 Grades 4–12

New grade bands



Structure of the New ELPS for Kindergarten–Grade 3 and 
Grades 4–12
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(a) Implementation

(b) General requirements

(c) Introduction

(d) Cross-curricular English language acquisition student expectations

 (1) Student expectations -- listening 

 (2) Student expectations -- speaking

 (3) Student expectations -- reading

 (4) Student expectations -- writing

(e) Proficiency level descriptors

Figures 19 TAC §120.20(e)(2) and §120.21(e)(2)
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Implementation Year: 2026–2027 School Year
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New Proficiency Levels
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Current Proficiency Levels

Beginning 

Intermediate

Advanced

Advanced 
High

New Proficiency Levels

Pre-Production

Beginning 

Intermediate

High 
Intermediate

Advanced

• The new ELPS would expand the proficiency levels from four to five.
• Some levels in the new ELPS use the same label as levels in the current ELPS (beginning, intermediate, 

advanced); however, the language continuum has been revised and differentiated across the five levels. 
• Definitions for each proposed new proficiency level are included in the introduction. 



The structure of the new PLDs is the same for both grade bands: 
kindergarten–grade 3 and grades 4–12.
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• The Proficiency level descriptors (PLDs) 
describe behaviors emergent bilingual (EB) 
students exhibit and the progression of those 
behaviors as students acquire more English.

• The PLDs are also grouped by the four 
domains of language—

 listening, speaking, reading, and writing
• Each domain is divided into five sections:

• General PLDs
• English language arts and reading 

(ELAR) PLDs
• Mathematics PLDs
• Science PLDs
• Social studies PLDs

Proficiency Level Descriptors

Listening Speaking Reading Writing

General General General General

ELAR ELAR ELAR ELAR

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science Science Science

Social 
Studies

Social 
Studies

Social 
Studies

Social 
Studies



Structure of the New ELPS for Kindergarten–Grade 3 
and Grades 4–12
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(e) Proficiency level descriptors

 Figure 19 TAC §120.20(e)(2)

Copyright© Texas Education Agency, 2024. All rights reserved.

In the figure, the PLDs are 
formatted in charts to 
display the progression of 
language acquisition in each 
domain across the five 
proficiency levels.

In the new ELPS, the PLDs will be hyperlinked 
to the rules as “figures.”



Subscribe to Receive the RLA Newsletters

Information about upcoming webinars or available resources will be shared through the 
Spanish Curriculum Standards and the English Language Arts newsletters.  TEA.texas.gov
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Sign Up for Updates
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https://tea.texas.gov/


How to Reach the Division of Curriculum 
Standards and Student Support

Find Curriculum

on the TEA Help Desk!
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Division of Curriculum Standards and Student 
Support

Guiomar Andújar
Spanish Content Specialist

Reading Language Arts and Social Studies 
guiomar.andujar@tea.texas.gov
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