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Immigrant Children and Youth Definition–Title III, Part A 

Individuals meeting all criteria listed below qualify as an immigrant student. ESSA, Title III, Part A Section 
3201 (5) defines “immigrant children and youth” as individuals who 

• are aged 3 to 21; 
• were not born in any State¹; and
• have not been attending one or more schools in any one or more State for more than three full academic

years.
¹This definition is based on Section 3201(13) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). For the definition above, 
“State” indicates the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

Enrolling Immigrant Students 

Local educational agencies (LEAs) shall not unlawfully discourage or bar students, including students 
who are undocumented or have parents who are undocumented, from enrollment in U.S. schools. The 
United States Department of Education (USDE) encourages LEAs to proactively implement supportive 
enrollment policies and practices that create a welcoming and inclusive environment for all immigrant 
students. The chart below provides examples of acceptable and unacceptable enrollment practices. 

Practices for Enrolling Immigrant Students in Texas Schools 

It is acceptable to 

• solicit documents for address verification, 
such as a utility bill, rent payment receipt,
parent affidavit, mortgage or lease document,
telephone bill, or a letter from an employer 
written on letterhead,

• support a lack of proof of residency for
undocumented homeless children under the
federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act, and

• require minimal information, such as
immunization history, proof of age, and
residency within an LEA.

It is NOT acceptable to 

• deny the right to a free public education, 

• inquire about a student’s citizenship or 
immigration status,

• refuse entry of a student presenting a birth
certificate indicating a birth place outside of the
United States,

• prevent a student from enrolling if the student’s
social security number is not provided, and

• discriminate on the basis of color, race, or 
national origin.

Copyright © 2022 Texas Education Agency 

Enhancing Instructional Opportunities for Immigrant Students



      

 

 

 
        

   

 
 

  
 

 

   
  

   
     

   
   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

                 
   

             
       

   
             

 

              
 

    
                  

   
   

     
               
  

 
       

     
               
                   

 

             
       

 

         
  

         

 

 
 

    

    

     

      

              

         

               

Responsibilities in Support of Immigrant Students 
• creating a formal process for reviewing the immigrant status of all students based on the Title

III, Part A immigrant children and youth definition,

• understanding that the term immigrant is not synonymous with English learner (EL), as an
immigrant student may not be an EL,

• determining immigrant status for funding and reporting purposes in the Public Education
Information Management System (PEIMS) based on the Title III, Part A immigrant children and
youth definition, and

• removing the immigrant status in PEIMS when students have surpassed the allotted three years.

Note: It is important to differentiate a student’s immigrant status between the applicable programs 
and/or services in which this status is required to be reported. Immigrant status under the Title III, Part 
A definition must not be confused with the immigrant status for the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS). LEAs should not assume responsibility for determining citizenship status under INS 
regulations. The Title III, Part A immigrant children and youth definition must not be used for state 
assessment purposes or for student eligibility or enrollment in English for Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL) I and II courses. 

Suggested Data Collection for Determining Immigrant Status 
The immigrant status of a student must be reported in PEIMS. LEAs shall collect the number of years 
the student has been classified as an immigrant. The PEIMS immigrant code will be maintained for each 
new school year. However, the code must be removed when a student is enrolled in their fourth year of 
school. 

After collecting all pertinent data during the registration process, determine if all criteria are met. 
Check each box as it applies to the student. 
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A suggested form for collecting immigrant status 
is available in the Enhancing Instructional 
Opportunities for Immigrant Students online 
course available on TEA Learn. 
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Federal Funding for Immigrant Students 
LEAs that experience a significant increase in the number or percentage of immigrant children and 
youth are eligible to receive Title III, Part A funds to provide teachers with enhanced instructional 
strategies and approaches in support of successful student outcomes. Title III, Part A immigrant funds 
are required to be used to assist principals and teachers (including preschool teachers) in 

• establishing, implementing, and sustaining effective language instruction educational
programs* and

• developing and enhancing their capacity to provide effective instructional programs.

Title III, Part A statute has a supplement, not supplant provision in reference to Title III, Part A funds. 
Supplemental activities enhance the school environment by providing instructional opportunities 
which add, enhance, increase, and extend programs and services. State or local funds may not be 
decreased or diverted for other uses merely because of the availability of Title III, Part A funds. 

* State bilingual and ESL programs

Suggested Activities 
ESSA, Title III, Part A Section 3115 (e)(1)(A-G), identifies immigrant-funded activities which can be 
implemented to meet the requirement of enhancing instructional opportunities for immigrant children 
and youth. Activities may include 

• family literacy, parent and family outreach, and training activities designed to assist parents and families
to become active participants in the education of their children,

• recruitment of, an support for, personnel, including teachers and paraprofessionals who have been
specifically trained, or are being trained, to provide services to immigrant children and youth,

• provision of tutorials, mentoring, and academic or career counseling for immigrant children and youth,
• identification, development, and acquisition of curricular materials, educational software, and

technologies,
• basic instructional services that are directly attributable to the presence of immigrant children and youth,

including supplemental classroom supplies, costs of transportation, or other costs directly attributable to
such additional basic instructional services,

• other instructional services that are designed to assist immigrant children and youth to achieve in
elementary schools and secondary schools in the United States, such as programs of introduction to the
educational system and civics education, and

• activities coordinated with community-based organizations, institutions of higher education, private
sector entities, or other entities with expertise in working with immigrants, to assist parents and
families of immigrant children and youth by offering comprehensive community services.
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Refer to the Enhancing Instructional Opportunities for Immigrant Students online course in TEA Learn for 
additional information referencing these six areas of suggested support for educators. 
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Professional Development in Support of Immigrant Students 

LEAs must plan for professional development that will support educators of immigrant students in the 
classroom. Focusing on the following six areas will enhance instructional practices and ensure successful 
participation of immigrant students in the classroom and at home:  

Identification and Procedural Companion 
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		43						7.1 General		Document		Not Applicable		No Document elements were detected in this document.		

		44						7.1 General		Correct Structure - RP, RB and RT		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		45						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		46						7.1 General		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		47						7.1 General		TOCI		Not Applicable		No TOCI elements were detected in this document.		

		48						7.1 General		TOC		Not Applicable		No TOC elements were detected in this document.		

		49						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		50						7.1 General		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		51						7.1 General		Valid Role Maps		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		52						7.1 General		Role Maps - Semantic appropriateness		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		53						7.1 General		Use the Beep function		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		54						7.1 General		No Flicker		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		55						7.1 General		Sound Alternatives		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		56						7.1 General		Figure and Formula BBox attribute		Not Applicable		No Figure or Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		57						7.1 General		Placement attribute		Not Applicable		No elements requiring the Placement attribute exist.		

		58						7.1 General		OCR validation		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		59						7.3 Graphics		Tagged in Figures, Formula or Artifacts		Not Applicable		No Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects or Shadings were detected in document.		

		60						7.3 Graphics		Alternate Representation		Not Applicable		No Figure or Formula tags with alternate representation were detected in this document.		

		61						7.3 Graphics		Alt vs. Actual Text		Not Applicable		No Figure or Formula tags with alternate representation were detected in this document.		

		62						7.3 Graphics		Graphics tagged inside Link		Not Applicable		No graphics inside link were detected in this document.		

		63						7.3 Graphics		Figures without caption.		Not Applicable		No Figures were detected in this document.		

		64						7.3 Graphics		Grouped graphics		Not Applicable		No Figures were detected in this document.		

		65						7.3 Graphics		Graphics most accessible representation.		Not Applicable		No graphics objects were detected in the document.		

		66						7.4 Headings		Unnumbered Headings		Not Applicable		No unnumbered headings (H tags) were detected in this document.		

		67						7.4 Headings		Headings representing a 7th level		Not Applicable		No Heading elements were detected in this document.		

		68						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Alternate Representations		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		69						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Appropriate alternate representations.		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		70						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula text tagged in Formula		Not Applicable		No formula text were detected in this document.		

		71						7.9 Notes and references		Note tag unique ID		Not Applicable		No Note tags were detected in this document.		

		72						7.9 Notes and references		References		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		

		73						7.10 Optional Content		Names and AS keys		Not Applicable		No Optional Content were detected in this document.		

		74						7.11 Embedded Files		F, UF and Desc keys		Not Applicable		No Embedded files were detected in this document.		

		75						7.12 Article Threads		7.12 Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		76						7.14 Non-Interactive Forms		PrintField attributes		Not Applicable		No non-interactive forms were detected in this document.		

		77						7.17 Navigation		Document Outline (Bookmarks)		Not Applicable		Document contains less than 9 pages.		

		78						7.18.1 Annotations		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		79						7.18.1 Annotations		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		80						7.18.1 Annotations		Annotations correct reading order.		Not Applicable		No visible annotations were detected in the document.		

		81						7.18.1 Annotations		Annotations for visual formatting		Not Applicable		No annotations used for visual formatting found		

		82						7.18.1 Annotations		Other annotations doesn't have alternative description		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		83						7.18.2 Annotation Types		Unknown Annotations		Not Applicable		No unknown annotations were detected in this document.		

		84						7.18.3 Tab Order		Tabs Key		Not Applicable		Document does not have annotations		

		85						7.18.4 Forms		Accessible Radio Buttons		Not Applicable		No Radio Buttons were detected in this document.		

		86						7.18.4 Forms		Alternate Representation		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		87						7.18.5 Links		Link Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No tagged Link annotations were detected in this document.		

		88						7.18.5 Links		Includes Link Annotation		Not Applicable		No Link tags were detected in this document.		

		89						7.18.5 Links		Alternate Representation		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were detected in document.		

		90						7.18.5 Links		IsMap attribute		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were detected in this document.		

		91						7.18.8 PrinterMark Annotations		PrinterMark Annotations - Valid tagging		Not Applicable		No PrinterMark Annotations were detected in this document.		

		92						7.19 Actions		Script keystroke timing		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		93						7.20 XObjects		Reference Form XObjects		Not Applicable		No Form XObjects were detected in the document.		

		94						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Registry		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		95						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Ordering		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		96						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Supplement		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		97						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - WMode		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with stream Encoding defined in the document.		

		98						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Referenced CMaps		Not Applicable		No CMap references another CMap.		
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		1						Additional Checks		1. Special characters in file names		Passed		File name does not contain special characters		
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		3						Additional Checks		2. Concise file names		Passed		The file name is meaningful and restricted to 20-30 characters		

		4						Section A: All PDFs		A1. Is the PDF tagged?		Passed		The PDF document is tagged.		

		5				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A2. Is the Document Title filled out in the Document Properties?		Passed		Please verify that a document title of 364.Imm.Companion.Tool  is appropriate for this document.		Verified by tmb.

		6				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A3. Is the correct language of the document set?		Passed		Please ensure that the specified language (EN-US) is appropriate for the document.		Verified by tmb.

		7				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A4. Did the PDF fully pass the Adobe Accessibility Checker?		Passed		Did the PDF fully pass the Adobe Accessibility Checker?		Verified by tmb.

		8				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A7. Review-related content		Passed		Is the document free from review-related content carried over from Office or other editing tools such as comments, track changes, embedded Speaker Notes?		Verified by tmb.

		9		1,2,3,4,5		Tags		Section A: All PDFs		A8. Logically ordered tags		Passed		Is the order in the tag structure accurate and logical? Do the tags match the order they should be read in?		Verified by tmb.

		10						Section A: All PDFs		A9. Tagged content		Passed		CommonLook created 2 artifacts to hold untagged text/graphical elements.		CommonLook artifacted paths, blank spaces, and repeated text which convey no unique information for a screen reader. Verified by tmb.

		11						Section A: All PDFs		A11. Text correctly formatted		Passed		All words were found in their corresponding language's dictionary		

		12						Section A: All PDFs		A12. Paragraph text		Passed		Do paragraph tags accurately represent visual paragraphs?		Verified by tmb.

		13						Section A: All PDFs		A13. Resizable text		Passed		Text can be resized and is readable.		

		14				Pages->0		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed		Page 1 contains color. Please ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color.		Verified by tmb.

		15				Pages->1		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed		Page 2 contains color. Please ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color.		Verified by tmb.

		16				Pages->2		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed		Page 3 contains color. Please ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color.		Verified by tmb.

		17				Pages->3		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed		Page 4 contains color. Please ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color.		Verified by tmb.

		18				Pages->4		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed		Page 5 contains color. Please ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color.		Verified by tmb.

		19				Pages->5		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed		Page 6 contains color. Please ensure that all information conveyed with color is also available without color.		Verified by tmb.

		20				Doc		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B2. Color contrast		Passed		Does all text (with the exception of logos) have a contrast ratio of 4.5:1 or greater no matter the size?		Verified by tmb.

		21		1,3,5,6		Artifacts->0->0,Artifacts->2->0,Artifacts->104->0,Artifacts->105->0,Artifacts->105->1,Artifacts->0->0,Artifacts->2->0,Artifacts->0->0		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D5. Images of text		Passed		Is this image an image of text? Fail if yes, Pass if no.		Verified by tmb

		22						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E1. Table tags		Passed		All tables in this document are data tables.		

		23		5		Tags->0->32->1,Tags->0->32->2,Tags->0->32->3,Tags->0->32->4,Tags->0->32->5,Tags->0->32->6		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E2. Table structure vs. visual layout		Passed		Does the table structure in the tag tree match the visual table layout?		Verified by tmb.

		24		5		Tags->0->32->1,Tags->0->32->2,Tags->0->32->3,Tags->0->32->4,Tags->0->32->5,Tags->0->32->6		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E3. Table cells types		Passed		Are all header cells tagged with the TH tag? Are all data cells tagged with the TD tag?		Verified by tmb.

		25						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E4. Empty header cells		Passed		All table header cells contain content or property set to passed.		

		26		5		Tags->0->32->1,Tags->0->32->2,Tags->0->32->3,Tags->0->32->4,Tags->0->32->5,Tags->0->32->6		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E5. Merged Cells		Passed		Please verify that the highlighted Table does not contain any merged cells.		Verified by tmb

		27						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E6. Header scope		Passed		All simple tables define scope for THs		

		28						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Passed		All complex tables define header ids for their data cells.		

		29						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F1. List tags		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		30		2,3,4		Tags->0->4,Tags->0->10,Tags->0->12,Tags->0->14,Tags->0->22,Tags->0->27		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F2. List items vs. visual layout		Passed		Does the number of items in the tag structure match the number of items in the visual list?		Verified by tmb.

		31		2,3,4		Tags->0->4,Tags->0->10,Tags->0->12,Tags->0->14,Tags->0->22,Tags->0->27		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F3. Nested lists		Passed		Please confirm that this list does not contain any nested lists		Verified by tmb.

		32						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		33						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		34						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed		Is the highlighted heading tag used on text that defines a section of content and if so, does the Heading text accurately describe the sectional content?		CommonLook issue - no corresponding tag is highlighted; however, all headings are tagged appropriately. verified by tmb.

		35						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Passed		All nonstandard text (glyphs) are tagged in an accessible manner.		

		36						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		All words were found in their corresponding language's dictionary		

		37						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Passed		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		Verified by tmb.

		38						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		39						Section A: All PDFs		A6. Are accurate bookmarks provided for documents greater than 9 pages?		Not Applicable		Document contains less than 9 pages.		

		40						Section A: All PDFs		A10. Role mapped custom tags		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		41						Section C: PDFs containing Links		C1. Tagged links		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were detected in document.		

		42						Section C: PDFs containing Links		C2. Distinguishable Links		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were detected in document.		

		43						Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Not Applicable		No Link annotations were detected in document.		

		44						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D1. Images in Figures		Not Applicable		No Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects or Shadings were detected in document.		

		45						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Figure or Formula tags with alternate representation were detected in this document.		

		46						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		47						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D3. Decorative Images		Not Applicable		No Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects or Shadings were detected in document.		

		48						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D4. Complex Images		Not Applicable		No Figures detected in this document		

		49						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D6. Grouped Images		Not Applicable		No Figures were detected in this document.		

		50						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Not Applicable		There are 1681 TextRuns larger than the Mode of the text size in the document and are not within a tag indicating heading. Should these be tagged within a Heading?		Verified by tmb.

		51						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		52						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		53						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		54						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		55						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Not Applicable		Document does not have annotations		

		56						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		57						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		

		58						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		
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